Two examples of answers to Question 3d

Example A

e e

(d) Evaluate the success of your primary fidldwork design and data collection
methods.
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(d) Evaluate the success of your primary fieldwork design and data collection
methods.

(12)
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Example B

Mark scheme



Questio
n
number

Answer

3(d)

AO03 (12 marks)

Marking instructions

Markers must apply the descriptors in line with the general
marking guidance and the qualities outlined in the levels-based
mark scheme below.

Indicative content guidance
Content depends on students’ choice of research question.
Evaluation should include some the following:
The nature of initial research to inform the context of the enguiry
35 well as the identification of an appropriate topic to study
through the route to enquiry
Design of sampling framework: number of sites, spacing, sample
sizes, sampling metheod - linked to specific methods of data
collection
Methodologies: these will depend on specific methods chosen but
can include evaluation of the equipment used, operator error;
success of recording sheets / tallies
Inaccessibility of sites / lack of ability collect data due to time of
day, seasons, or unanticipated hazards such as bad weather

L]
Ethical issues could be considered e.g. appropriateness of
iquestionnaire questions
This impacts on both the range and quality of data and in turm has
effects upon the accuracy of the results and the validity of
conclusions
Appropriate data analysis and whether the data collected could be
easily collated and analysed, or was generated in a form that made
this stage problematic.
iConclusions could be referred to if data collection yielded unusual /
unexpected / anomalous results which affected the reliability /
wvalidity of conclusions.




Level

Descriptor

MNo rewardable material.

Level 1

Limited understanding of the relationships between
geographical questions and the background
information, geographical context and research
question (AO3)

Uses a limited range of fieldwork research skills
and techniques to obtain information that may link
to, but not support, the investigation of the
research question. (AO3)

Limited interpretation, analysis based on the data /
information collected. (AO3)

Limited evidence of an ability to draw conclusions
and the evaluation is simplistic, limited to one
stage in the route to enquiry. (AD3)

Level 2

Some understanding of the relationship between
the background information, geographical context
and research question (AO3)

Uses some fieldwork research skills and techniques
to obtain information that may link to, but not
support, the investigation of the research question.
(AO3)

Interpretation and analysis based on the data /
information collected form part of the
response(A03)

Some evidence of an ability to draw conclusions

and the evaluation is relevant, but restricted to one
or two stages in the route to enquiry. (A03)

Level 3

A full understanding of the relationship between
the background information, geographical context
and research question (AO3)

Evaluates fieldwork research skills and techniques
to obtain information that may link to, but not
support, the investigation of the research question.
(AO3)

Critically considers the role of interpretation,
analysis based on the data / information collected.
(AO3)

Clear evidence of an ability to draw conclusions and
the evaluation is full, across a number of stages in
the route to enquiry. (A03)




